At such tomes as the merchants do make their ordinary
or voluntary feasts, it is a world to see what great provision
is made of all manner of delicate meats, from every
quarter of the country. , . . In such cases also jellies of all
colours, mixed with a variety in the representation of
sundry flowers, herbs, trees, forms of beasts, fish, fowls,
and fruits, and thereunto marchpane wrought with no
small curiosity, tarts of divers hues and sundry denomina-
tion, conserves of old fruits, foreign and home-bred,
suckets . . . gingerbread, florentines, wild fowl, venison
of all sorts, and sundry outlandish confections, altogether
seasoned with sugar ... do generally bear the sway. ...
And as all estates do exceed herein, I mean for strange-
ness and number of costly dishes, so these forget not to
use the like excess in wine.. . . Neither do I mean this of
small wines only, as Claret, White, Red, French, etc.,
which amount to about fifty-six sorts . . . but also of the
thirty kinds of Italian, Grecian, Spanish, Canari^ etc.,
whereof Vervage, Gate pument, Raspis, Muscadell,
Romnie, Bastard, Tire, Oseie, Caprike, Clareie, and
Malmeseie are not least of all accompted of, because of
their strength and flavour.

HARRISON (in HOLINSHED'S Chronicles)

THE FOOD OF FANTASY
My meat shall all come in, in Indian shells,
Dishes of agat set in gold, and studded
With emeralds, sapphires, hyacinths, and rubies.
The tongues of carps, dormice, and camels'
heels,
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